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Expectations

| haveoftenwondered about thestory of Epiphany. Wehear
of thethreemagi fromtheeastwho
cometoworshipthenewbornking
of theJews. | don’ tfindittoomuch
tobelievethat they indeed existed
and that they saw the star and
understoodwhat it meant. Nor do
| findittoohardtobelievethat they
made that long and dangerous
journey to Bethlehem to find the
childand“dohimhomage.” | can
almost understand how they were
not deterred by their visit to
Jerusd emandKingHerodwhoknew nothingof thenewborn
kingintheir midst. Becausethey somehow knewwhothey
had cometofind, and sothey journeyed ontheCity of King
David, Bethlehem. Thisiswherel sumble. TheyfindMary
and Josephwho most assuredly looked likepoor, simple
peasantsandyet they seeintheinfant Jesusthenew born
King. What happen? DidI missastep? They werelooking
foragreat king, andyet they prostratedthemsel vesinfront
of thischildwholay inamanger? It getsevenstranger. Next
they offer giftswhosevauewouldlikely far exceed Joseph's
lifetimeincomeand net worth. What isgoingonhere?

| think thekey to understandingthisstory istheconcept of
“expectations.” Clearly their expectationsof thegreat King
of Israel weremetintheHoly Family t. Thetravelingmagi
expectedtofindakingandsothey werenot put off by travel
delaysor by thehumbl esurroundingsinwhichthey found
Jesus. Their expectationswereagpparently broadenoughto
allow them to see past the apparent poverty of the Holy
Family andinstead seetheL ord of Glory whowas, priest,
prophet, king, and would even be the lamb of sacrifice
offeredtosaved| peoples. Inthisinfant Jesusthey recognized
thefulfillment of theprophet | saiahwhowrote, “ For achild
isborntous, asonisgivenus; upon hisshoulder dominion
rests. They name him Wonder-Counselor, God-Hero,
Father-Forever, Princeof Peace. Hisdominionisvast and
forever peaceful,fromDavid' sthrone, andover hiskingdom,
whichheconfirmsandsustainsby judgment andjustice, both

now andforever. Thezed of theL ord of hostswill dothis!”
(1s9:6)

Thereisapowerful lessenthat | needtolearnagainfromthe
magi about the power of expectations. So how do
expectations work? What we expect is what we get,
nothing moreand nothingless. Frommy ownexperience
I have noticed that | often find evidence to support my
expectations, no matter what they may be. | have aso
noti cedthat my expectationsoftenlimithow 1 will experience
life, especidly relationships. Y earsagowhen| wasinHigh
School | expectedtobehurt by my few friendsandmy love
rejected, anditwas, againandagain. Provingtomethat the
worldwasadangerousplaceandlovewasof littleor nouse.
Thankfully, | wasrescuedfromthat prisonof self perpetuating
mi sery by peoplewhoseexpectationsof mewereradically
differentandfar morebeautiful than| couldevenimagine.
Now, when| expecttobesurrounded by wonderful friends
and co-workerswholovemedeeply and support meand
call thevery best out of meinmy servicetothepeopleasa
priest, | am, againandagaindeeply loved and supported. |
am not sureif thisisauniversal truth, yet thereis much
evidenceto suggest that our expectationshaveapowerful
influenceover our lifeandthosearoundus.

Every onceand awhile | need to rethink and update my
expectationsassituationschangeand new informationis
available. | am careful to follow-up my expectation for
changewithonefromexperiencethatingeneral thehand of
Godisinvolvedinthechangeanditisall workingtogether
forthegreater glory of God. Thiswasnotawayssoinmy
life. | oftenresisted, resented, and reacted with emotional
outburststo any changethat | sensed wasthreatening my
statusquo; evenwhenthestatusquowasmiserable. Now,
| expect changeand seeit asinevitable, integral, andeven
essential tolivingmy lifeasclosetothewill of Godasl can.
Thankfully I havetheexpectationthat thingsoftenchange
when| least expect themor desirethemto.

Withtheexpectationthat Bishop Michael Warfel will be
installed astheBishop of Great Falls-BillingsM ontanaon
January 16" 2008 therearegoingto bemany expectations
for many of usthat will needto beupdated.



Archbishop Roger Schwietz will act as the apostolic
administrator for the Diocese of Juneau with Fr. Pat
Taversacting as hislocal representative. Fr. Pat will
publishanarticleinthelnsidePassagedetailingjust what
thismeans.

Ingenera noinnovationsor projectsthat wouldneedthe
bishop’ sapproval are allowed while we are without a
bishop. Sofor now theCathedral building projectison
hold, andwewill notbehiringanarchitectthisspring. The
cathedral staff, building committee, financecommittee,
andchancery gaffinconjunctionwith ArchbishopSchwietz
arediscerningjust how besttoproceedwiththebuilding
project until anew Bishopisnamedfor Juneau. Inthe
meantimel amreaffirmingtheexpectationthat thisisall
partof God’ splanandtiminganditwill all work out better
than| couldhaveimagined. | amasoprayingthat thenext
Bishopof Juneauwill benamed ahead of schedule, andbe
atruly wonderful shepherd for thecommunities of SE
Alaska

Withtheexpectationthat thebest yearsareyet ahead
of us,
Shalom and Happy New Year,
Fr. Thomas

Ash Wednesday
February 6, 2008
Mass with the Distribution of Ashes
7:00am, 12:10pm & 7:00pm

Cathedral Young Adult Group

What is a young adult group? Catholic parishes
across the country have young adult groups for
parishioners ages 18 to 40. These groups do service
projects, prayer experiences, hiking, “theology on
tap,” dinner parties, small faith communities, Bible
study . . . The possibilities are endless.

Young Adult Group Schedule for January

Tuesday, January 15": Volleyball at Mount Jumbo
Gym7pmto8:30pm

Tuesday, January, 29": Dinner potluckinParishHall
Classroom#46pm, Gospd Reflectionswithdm& Martha
Stey 7pm, ParishHall Library

CATHEDRAL BuiLDING

COMMITTEE
ANNA MARIAH KELLY
CHAIRPERSON

When planschangeunexpectedly.......

Overthepast 15months, 12 BuildingCommitteemembers
andl haveputal ot of timeandenergy intofiguringoutwhat
to do with our current Cathedral building. We were
heading in a positive direction with a great deal of
enthusiaam.

“Everythinginlifehappensfor areason!”

Throughout my lifeasaCatholicl havelearnedtheabove
phraseismuch easier to say than to experience. | have
alwaystriedtorememberthatinour Lord’ sPrayer itsays
“thy will be done’, the prayer does not say “Anna-
Mariah’swill bedone’. Someof themost difficultand
challengingtimesinmy lifehaveforced metoembrace
changeandexcel inwaysl havenever thought possible. |
havebeengivenstrengthl didnotknow | hadtoovercome
impossi blesituations. Obstaclesinour livesgiveusanew
perspectiveof different optionsand possibilitiesthat we
may havenever seenbefore.

| havetokeepthisperspectivewhenl think of thefuture
of our building. Thereality isour buildingisdeteriorating
withtime. TheCathedra isnot ADA accessibleor doesit
meet saf ety requirements. But eventhoughweknow this,
our building planshave been put on hold until the new
Bishophasbeeningtaledandgivesusdirectionastowhat
weshoulddonext.

Over thenext coupleof monthsseveral optionswill be
preparedinwriting sothat theoptionscanbepresented to
thenew Bishopuponhisarriva. Theseoptionswill contain
all thework and assessmentsthat havebeendoneinthe
past to givethenew Bishop asenseof whoour parishis
aswell astheconditionof our placeof worship.

Althoughour pl ansareon holdfor now, our desiresare
still thesame: tobuildanew buildingfor our parishandthe
diocese. | haveto truly believethat everythinginlife
happensfor areason. Thank youfor al theinformationyou
havesharedwiththeBuilding Committeeand me. All of
your suggestionsand commentshavebeenvery helpful.

GodBless, Anna-MariahKelly
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RELIGIous EDuCATION
KaTy Rice, DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS
4 EbucaTion

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION
Baptism: Baptismclassesfor parentsof infantsandyoung
childrenwill beofferedinJanuary. Preparationclassesare
offeredthreetimesayear, in September, January & April.
Werecommend you taketheclassbeforeyour childis
born,if possible.
TheJanuary classwill meeton:
Monday, January 7t": 6pmto7:30pm
Monday, January 14'": 6pmto7:30pm
Pleasecontact Katy toregister for theclasses. 586-1317
or cathedral dre@acsal aska.net. I f theseclasstimesdonot
workforyou, pleasecontact K aty todiscussother options
for baptismal preparation.

First Communion: First Communionpreparationwill
beginattheendof February. Pleasecontact Katy tosign
your childupfor theseclasses. First Communionclasses
areopentochildrenin2™gradeor abovewhohavebeen

baptized.

GobLyY PLAY JANUARY SCHEDULE

Pre-school & Kindergarten Schedule
January 6™: Epiphany

January 13": Baptism

January 20": Parableof the Good Samaritan
January 27" Parable of the Mustard Seed

Middle Grades Schedule

January 6™: Epiphany

January 13": Parable of the Good Shepherd
January 20": Parableof the Good Samaritan
January 27" Parable of the Sower

Upper Grades Schedule

January 6™: Epiphany

January 13"; Baptism

January 20": The Parable of the Good Shepherd
January 27" The Parableof the Good Samaritan

CATHEDRAL YOUTH MINISTRY

JANUARY SCHEDULE
TheY outhgroupwill meet on\WednesdaysJanuary 9,
16™, 23, 30" from 7pmto 8:30pm. For all sessionsthis
monthMiddleSchool & High School will meet separately
intheParishHall classrooms. Wewill continuetofocuson
thelifeof Jesus.

CHARISMATIC RENEwWAL EVENTS

Our Lady of the Rosary Prayer Meetings are held
on Friday evenings at St. Paul’s Parish Church at
7:30pm.

Twin Hearts Prayer Meetings are held on Sundays
at 1:30pm at the Cathedral.

Good Shepherd Prayer Meetings are held on
Sundays at 2:15pm at St. Paul’s Church.

Holy Trinity Catholic Prayer Meetings are held on
Sundays at 1:30pm in the Cathedral Parish Hall
meeting room.

CATHEDRAL HOMILIES

ON THE WEB!
If youwould liketo hear thehomilies preached
at the Cathedral again, or share them with a
friend , go to the Cathedral website at
www.juneaucathedral .org and click on Weekly
Homily Podcasts.

SHRINE OF ST. THERESE

ShrineStill SeekingLargeTireWheelchairs
TheShrineisstill seeking oneor moredonated|argetired
wheel chairsingoodcondition.

ShrineFacility Reservationsfor 2008

Tolook atthe ShrineFacility information, check out the
ShrineWeb Site: www.shrineofsainttherese.organdthen
if youwishtoinquirefurther or make

Reservations, email: fitterer@gci.net or phone(907) 780-
6112.

Short Notice-Reduced Rates

From timeto time there is a short notice-reduced rate
offering. Y oucaninquireabout suchor beput onthenotice
of contactlist. Pleaseemail if interestedindicatingwhat
facilitiesandweather weekdays/weekendsdesired.
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CATHEDRAL PARISH DIRECTORY

Fr. Thomas Weise, Pastor 586-1300/209-7307 (cell)
email: frthomas@acsalaska.net

Sr. Marie Lucek, OP, Pastoral Associate,
586-1340/209-3577(cell)
email:srmariel@acsalaska.net

Katy Rice, DRE 586-1317/209-1713(cell)
email: cathedraldre@acsalaska.net

Cece Lihou, office 586-1513

email: cathedral@acsalaska.net

Parish Office - 586-1513

email: cathedral@acsalaska.net

FAX #586-8091

Cathedral Parish Hall - 586-6934
Cathedral of the Nativity Web page

www.juneaucathedral.org
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Mass Schedule
Saturday Vigil  5:30 pm
Sunday 8:30 & 11:00 am & 5:30 pm
Monday-Friday 12:10 pm
Friday 9:30am  Wildflower Court
Saturday 9:30 am
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday 4:00 - 5:00 pm
and by appointment.

Celebrating 125 years of the
Catholic Community of Juneau

Cathedral of the Nativity

of the Blessed Virgin Mary
416 Fifth Street
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Address Service Requested
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